MOST visitors to Chennai will likely , remember a very striking bronze image of Mohandas K. Gandhi (1869-1948) along Marina Beach. This statue captures Gandhi mid-stride, with staff in hand and head down, clearly intent on the journey ahead. This is also, in a way, the basic portrait offered by Vma Majmudar in Gandhi's Pilgrimage of Faith. Gandhi emerges in its pages as a kind of pilgrim, whose "outer achievements" as an Indian nationalist followed from a much more fundamental "interior journey to Truth" (233). Majmudar characterizes this journey in psychological and spiritual terms as a lifelong process of faith development which began in Gandhi's infancy and reached its climax shortly before his assassination. By offering such a portrait, she attempts to cut behind the various hagiographical and Freudian "myths and misconceptions" that have accumulated around the memory of "the Mahatma" (13), as well as to "finish that unfinished story" that Gandhi himself initiated with his StOlY of My Experiments with Truth (233) .
Given the nature and boldness of Majmudar's objective, it comes as no surprise that the majority of her book consists of an extended re-telling of Gandhi's life story from his. childhood (chs. 2-5) through his studies in London (ch. 6), early experiments with satyagraha. in South Africa (chs. 7-9), and eventual leadership in the Indian independence movement (chs. lO-11) .
In constructing this narrative, Majmudar depends heavily upon existing treatments of Gandhi's life and thought, especially the contributions of Bondurant, Chatterjee, Erikson, Fischer, Pyarelal, Radhakrislman and Woodcock. In interpreting it, however, she looks to a rather different source: the six "stages of faith" enumerated in James W. Fowler's theory of faith development.
Hence, Gandhi's journey becomes not only a pilgrimage but also a kind of ascent, beginning with "intuitive-projective faith" and maturing, step-by-step and stage-by-stage, into "universalizing faitI1," the apex of Fowler's schema. This approach, Majmudar claims, is intended to render Gandhi accessible as a 
